DELAWARE. 185

chosen, a frech »1d estate in two hundred acres of land, or an estate in
real or personal property, or in either, of the value of one thousand
pounds at least, and have been a citizen and inhabitant of the state three
years next preceding the first meeting of the legislature after his elec-
tion, and the last year of that term an inhabitant of the county in which
he shall be chosen, unless he shall have been absent on the public busi-
ness of the United States or of this state.

There shall be thice senators chosen in each county. When a greater
number of senators shall by the general bly be judged Y,
two-thirds of each branch concurring, they may by law make provision
for increasing their number ; but the number of senators shall never be
greater than one-half, nor less than one-third of the number of repre-
sentatives.

[If the office of representative, or the office of senator, become vacant
before the regular expiration of the term thereof, a representative or a
senator shall be elected to fill such vacancy, and shall hold the office for
the residue of said term.

When there is a vacancy in either house of the general assembly,
and the general assembly s not in session, the governor shall have
power to issue a writ of election to fill such vacancy ; which writ shall
be executed as a writ issued by a speaker of either house in case of
vacancy.]

§ 4. The general assembly shall meet on the first Tuesday of Janu-
ary, biennially, unless sooner convened by the governor.

[The first meeting of the general assembly, under this amended con-
stitution, shall be on the first Tuesday of January, in the year of our
Lord, one thousand eight hundred and thirty-three, which shall be the
commencement of the biennial sessions.]

§ 5. Each house shall choose its speaker and other officers ; and also
each house, whose speaker shall exercise the office of governor, may
choose a speaker pro tempore. .

§ 6. Bach house shall judge of the elections, returns, and qualifica-
tions of its own members ; and a majority of each shall constitute a
quorum to do business; but a smaller number may adjourn from day
to day, and shall be authorized to compel the attendance of absent mem-
bers, in such manner, and under such penalties as shall be deemed ex-
pedient.

§ 7. Each house may determine the rules of its proceedings, punish
any of its members for disorderly behaviour, and with the concurrence of
two-thirds, expel a member, and shall have all other powers necessary
for a branch of the legislature of a free and independent state.

§ 8. Each house shall keep a journal of its proceedings, and publish
them immediately after every session, except such parts as may require
secrecy, and the yeas and nays of the members on any question shall,
at the desire of any ber, be d on the j 1

§ 9. The doors of each house, and of committees of the whole, shall
be open, unless when the business is such as ought to be kept secret.

§ 10. Neither house shall, without the consent of the other, adjourn
for more than three days, nor to any other place than that in which the
two houses shall be sitting.

§ 11. The senators.and representatives shall receive a compensation
for their services to be ascertainleg*by law, and paid out of the treasury
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